
The first commercial vacuum tube transmitter in North
American was installed at the site in 1921, allowing the site to
communicate with ships as far away as the Indian Ocean.

The site was used as the primary means of communications
during a number of historic events. It was used to keep in touch
with Richard Byrd's first South Pole Expedition. It was used to
communicate with the Graf Zeppelin and Charles Lindberg
(though not on his historic Trans -Atlantic flight). It was the last
station to communicate with the Hindenburg before its fiery
crash. It was also used to keep in touch with Amelia Earhart
before she disappeared in the Pacific.

Mindful of this history, Walter J. Kane III sat down in front
of his key at WCC for the last time on July 12, 1999. Rory Davis
at WNU, Paul Zell at KPH, and Tim Gorman at KFS joined him
at their respective stations. The last official message was sent
from Liberty Ship SS Jeremiah O'Brien at 2331 UTC and was
received at Half Moon Bay, CA.

Once the message has been copied, each of the four stations
sent out their last official CW message to the marine world.
Walter was the first to send out the message at 2340 UTC on
4310.0 6376.012826.5 16972.0 17117.6 KHz. The text of what
he sent was the following:

CQ DE WCC
IN 1901, CALLSIGN WCC WAS ASSIGNED TO THE

SOUTH WELLFLEET
MASSACHUSETTS WIRELESS TELEGRAPH FACILI-

TY OPERATED BY
GUGLIELMO MARCONI. MORSE CODE SIGNALS

FROM WCC HAVE BEEN
HEARD AROUND THE WORLD EVER SINCE. TODAY

WE RETIRE WCC FROM
WIRELESS TELEGRAPH OPERATIONS. WCC WILL

CONTINUE TO SERVE THE
MARITIME COMMUNITY IN ASSOCIATION WITH

THE GLOBAL RADIO NETWORK
OPERATED BY GLOBE WIRELESS.
AR DE WCC SK

The remaining stations each sent their own messages, with
the order being WNU, KPH, and KFS. On or about 2359 UTS
the final commercial code originating in North America was
sent by KFS, being:

WHAT HATH GOD WROUGHT BT DE KFS SK

With that the CW era ended, and the real beginnings of 21st
century commercial radio communications began in earnest.

Walter continues to contribute to Global Wireless in his capac-
ity as vice president of sales, which he was appointed to in
December of 2001, marking the 10th year of his employment
with the company. I am sure that you will all agree after read-
ing his story that he represents the finest qualities that make up
a true Radioman.

Thank you Walter, and may you continue to contribute to the
progress of the commercial radio industry for many more years
to come, and I hope that your story may inspire a few more good
men and women to take up the profession as well.

If you want to read more about Walter J. Kane III, please see
his personal website at ttp://www.wjkane.com/.

Walter has done a lot more with his life than I have listed here,
and I'm sure you will find his career and adventures to be worth-
while reading.

Reader's Letters

The mail is starting to pick up again now that we are starting
to move into the warmer weather. Here are some of the many
that I received recently.

Dear Joe,
Enjoyed your piece in Pop'Comm on Telefunken etc. I am

interested in HF utility monitoring; mainly CW. Have down-
loaded a list of utilities in the past but unfortunately deleted that
and have been unable to find it again. If you know the URL of
such a list, I would appreciate the information. Am interested
primarily in shore stations worldwide.

Sincerely,
Brooks Klostermyer,
KE4UMW
Asheboro, NC

Thanks, Brook for the comments about the history of radio
monitoring column. As many of you may have noticed I' m also
doing the "Computer Aided Monitoring" column (glutton for
punishment that I am). I am going to be moving all the com-
puter -related material over to that part of the magazine from
here on in, unless there is something very specific to ute mon-
itoring that needs to be addressed here.

And yes, there are many utilities that fit the description of
what you are looking for and I will be looking at them in more
detail in the months to come.

David Hoperoft, the former station manager of British coastal
station GKZ has some news to report in relation to the kind offer
that he made to send out historic QSLs commemorating the final
days of that station.

Hi Joe,
I have already had one 'hit' from someone in Rochester, N.Y.,

but he couldn't find any log entries 1947-51! A bit before my
time. I have checked on post costs for the QSL cards - it is £0.65
UK which is just about $1 U.S., so if anyone checks with you,
you can give them my address and tell them to include a $1 bill!!

Regards,
David Hoperoft

And:.

Hi Joe,
Still only the one 'hit'. That was 29th January. My QSO in

Texas had not received his mailed copy by then or by a week
later. He was Robert S. Knox, from Rochester, N.Y. I didn't save
at the time for some reason but will pass on any others if inter-
esting. He had searched 3000 log entries 1947-51, but nothing
found for GKZ. A bit before my time, but he had HF entries for
Portishead and Dorchester, which in my time was a transmitter
used by Portishead using GKA etc call signs, so that was news
to me.

Will keep you advised.
David

However, I also received this note from one of our readers.
Joe, I can't believe Mr. Hoperoft wrote that GKZ was on west-

ern shore of jolly ole blighty. Surely that is a misprint. Last time
I was in East Anglia, that area was on the east coast. I was sta-
tioned at RAF Bentwaters in the early '60s. That was
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